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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1. (currently amended): A print bonding apparatus comprising: 

a distributing device that sequentially distributes photographic prints delivered by an 
image forming apparatus; and 

a bonding device that bonds together bottom surfaces of two photographic prints 
distributed by the distributing device in a condition in which the bottom surfaces of the two 
photographic prints are opposed to each other, and in which edges of the two photographic prints 
are aligned with each othcr. other, 

* her ein the bonding device comprises: 

a print transfer unit that transfers the two photographic prints distributed with the bottom 
siij (iices oi'i u^jee , r --..J to each other; 

a glue apply ing unit that applies glue to a bottom surface o f at least one of the two 
photographic prints transferred by the print transfer unit; 

a bonding unit that makes end edges of the two photographic prints, respectively 
ivm\-Al:--,:,\ h\ iho pri:i: ;nnK:e; uuii. abui nnv ..eeh >•:;!,.;. ;eui !-;•:, is ;he h\<> phouvj^ehk' 
prints together; and 

a side edge aligning unit that, before the two photographic prints are bonded together, 
aligns side edges of the two photographic prints which have been made to abut against each other 
by the bonding unit. 
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2. (canceled). 

3. (currently amended): A print bonding apparatus according to claim 2^-1 ..wherein 
the distributing device distributes the photographic prints in left and right directions 

orthogonal to a direction in which the photographic prints have been delivered by the image 
forming apparatus, and 

the print transfer unit is vertical transfer belts for transferring the two photographic prints 
distributed by the distributing device in a condition in which the two photographic prints are in a 
vertical state and in which the bottom surfaces of the two photographic prints are opposed to 
each other, and 

the bonding unit is bonding rollers that make end edges of the two photographic prints 
transferred by the vertical transfer belts abut against each other, sandwich the two photographic 
prints and transfer the two photographic prints to bond them together. 

4. (currently amended): A print bonding apparatus comprising: 

a distributing device that sequentially distributes pairs of photographic prints delivered by 
an image forming apparatus, each pair of which photographic prints is to constitute top and 
bottom surfaces of a double-sided photographic print; 

a print transfer unit that transfers the two photographic prints distributed by the 
distributing device; 

a glue applying unit that applies glue to the bottom surface of at least one of the two 
photographic prints transferred by the print transfer unit, the bottom surface having no image 
formed thereon; and 

a bonding unit that is located on a downstream side of the glue applying unit at a point 
which the print transfer unit reaches, and that bonds the two photographic prints to which glue 
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has been applied by the glue applying unit, in a condition in which the bottom surfaces of the 
two photographic prints are opposed to each other and in which the edges of the two 
photographic prints have been aligned with each ether- other; and 

a side edge aligning unit that, before the two photographic prints are bonded together, 
aligns side edges of the two photographic prints which have been made to a but against each other 
by. the bonding unh 

5. (original): The print bonding apparatus according to claim 4, wherein the print transfer 
unit is vertical transfer belts, each of which transfers each of two photographic prints distributed 
by the distributing device in a vertical state and in a condition in which the surfaces of the two 
photographic prints on which surfaces images have been formed are disposed on the surfaces of 
the vertical transfer belts. 

6. (original): The print bonding apparatus according to claim 5, wherein the vertical 
transfer belts include a first vertical transfer belt for transferring one of the two photographic 
prints and a second vertical transfer belt for transferring the second of the two print photographic 
prints, the first vertical transfer belt and the second vertical transfer belt being constituted to 
enable the first photographic print and the second photographic print to reach the bonding unit at 
the same time, in a condition in which the bottom surfaces of the two photographic prints are 
opposed to each other. 

7. (original): The print bonding apparatus according to claim 6, wherein the bonding unit 
is bonding rollers that make end edges of the two photographic prints transferred by the first and 
second vertical transfer belts abut against each other at the same time, sandwich the two 
photographic prints and transfer the two photographic prints to bond them together. 
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8. (currently amended): The print bonding apparatus according to claim 4, wherein the 
bonding unit is- has bonding rollers that make end edges of the two photographic prints 
transferred by the print transfer unit abut against each other, sandwich the two photographic 
prints and transfer the two photographic prints to bond them together. 

9. (canceled). 

10. (original): The print bonding apparatus according to claim 4, wherein the distributing 
device distributes the photographic prints in left and right directions orthogonal to a direction in 
which the photographic prints have been delivered by the image forming apparatus. 

11. (original): An automatic bookbinding apparatus comprising: 
the print bonding apparatus according to claim 1 ; 

a photographic print stacking portion that stacks double-sided photographic prints 
produced as a result of the bonding together of the photographic prints by the print bonding 
apparatus, in a condition in which the double-sided photographic prints are aligned at one side 
thereof; 

a side aligning unit that makes three sides of a stack of double-sided photographic prints 
stacked by the photographic print stacking portion align; and 

a belt mounting unit that binds a back of the stack of double-sided photographic prints 
whose three sides have been aligned by the side aligning unit. 

12. (original): An automatic bookbinding apparatus comprising: 
the print bonding apparatus according to claim 4; and 

a bookbinding section that stacks double-sided photographic prints produced as a result 
of the bonding together of the photographic prints by the print bonding apparatus, makes three 
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sides of the stacked double-sided photographic prints align and binds a back of the stack of 
double-sided photographic prints whose three sides have been aligned. 

13. (currently amended): The automatic bookbinding apparatus according to claim 12, 
wherein the print transfer section is- has v ertical transfer belts each of which transfers each of two 
photographic prints distributed by the distributing device in a vertical state and in a condition in 
which the surfaces of the two photographic prints on which surfaces images have been formed 
are disposed on the surfaces of the vertical transfer belts. 

14. (original): The automatic bookbinding apparatus according to claim 13, wherein the 
vertical transfer belts include a first vertical transfer belt for transferring one of the two 
photographic prints and a second vertical transfer belt for transferring the second of the two print 
photographic prints, the first vertical transfer belt and the second vertical transfer belt being 
constituted to enable the first photographic print and the second photographic print to reach the 
bonding section at the same time, in a condition in which the bottom surfaces of the two 
photographic prints are opposed to each other. 

15. (currently amended): The automatic bookbinding apparatus according to claim 14, 
wherein the bonding section is- has bonding rollers that make end edges of the two photographic 
prints transferred by the first and second vertical transfer belts abut against each other at the 
same time and sandwich the two photographic prints and transfer the two photographic prints to 
bond them together. 

16. (canceled). 

17. (currently amended): An automatic bookbinding apparatus comprising: 
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a distributing device that sequentially distributes pairs of photographic prints delivered by 
an image forming apparatus, each pair of which photographic prints is to constitute top and 
bottom surfaces of a double-sided photographic print. 

first and second print transfer sections that respectively transfer a first photographic print 
and a second photographic print distributed by the distributing device, and guide the respective 
photographic prints to a point where pairs of photographic prints are merged with each other in a 
condition where the back surfaces of the photographic prints are opposed to each other; 

a glue applying section that applies glue to the bottom surface of at least one of the two 
photographic prints transferred by the first and second print transfer section, the bottom surface 
having no image formed thereon; 

a bonding section that serves as a point at which the respective pairs of photographic 
prints are merged with each other, and that bonds the two photographic prints on which glue has 
been applied by the glue applying section in a condition in which the bottom surfaces of the two 
photographic prints are opposed to each other and in which the edges of the two photographic 
prints have been aligned with each other; 

a side edge aligning section that, before the two photographic prints are bonded together, 
aligns side edges of the two photographic prints which have been made to abut against each other 
b\ Sh<: bonding vcik.n. and 




a bookbinding section that stacks double-sided photographic prints produced by the 
bonding section, makes three sides of the stacked double-sided photographic prints align, and 
binds a back of the stack of double-sided photographic prints whose three sides have been 
aligned. 
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18. (original): An image forming apparatus for delivering a photographic print to the 
distributing device of the print bonding apparatus according to claim 1, wherein a temperature of 
a drying process portion for drying photographic prints washed with water is controlled on the 
basis of a type and size of photosensitive material, and of an ambient environment, at a 
temperature at which the photographic print does not curl. 

19. (original): An image forming apparatus for delivering a photographic print to the 
print bonding apparatus provided in the automatic bookbinding apparatus according to claim 11, 
wherein a temperature of a drying process portion for drying photographic prints washed with 
water is controlled, on the basis of a type and size of photosensitive material, and of an ambient 
environment, at a temperature at which the photographic print does not curl. 

20. (original): An image forming apparatus for delivering a photographic print to the 
distributing device of the print bonding apparatus according to claim 4, wherein a temperature of 
a drying process portion for drying photographic prints washed with water is controlled, on the 
basis of a type and size of photosensitive material, and of an ambient environment, at a 
temperature at which the photographic print does not curl. 

21. (original): An image forming apparatus for delivering a photographic print to the 
print bonding apparatus provided in the automatic bookbinding apparatus according to claim 12, 
wherein a temperature of a drying process portion for drying photographic prints washed with 
water is controlled, on the basis of a type and size of photosensitive material, and of an ambient 
environment, at a temperature at which the photographic print does not curl. 

22. (original): An image forming apparatus for delivering a photographic print to the 
distributing device of the bonding section provided in the automatic bookbinding apparatus 
according to claim 17, wherein a temperature of a drying process portion for drying photographic 
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prints washed with water is controlled, on the basis of a type and size of photosensitive material, 
and of an ambient environment, at one at which the photographic print does not curl. 
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